[image: image1.jpg]


Educational Excellence in the LaSallian Tradition

La Salle Academy

Conducted by the Brothers of the Christian Schools



LASALLE Reads

LaSAlle Reads is an exciting new program at LaSalle Academy that highlights commitment that LaSalle has to the importance of reading as part of a rigorous, college-bound, high school education.

Every summer, each class of incoming freshmen, rising sophomores, juniors and seniors are required to read a set of 3 or 4 books per student, as outlined by the English Department at LaSalle.  These separate, grade-specific reading lists are required reading, and must be completed for discussion by the first week of school, as are the single page summaries required, one per book read.  The mandatory reading lists and the extra reading lists are attached.

In addition the LASALLE Reads program will be engaging every student at La Salle to read more.  For every student that comes back from Summer Vacation having read TEN (10) books or more, they will be names ad LASALLE READERS.  The books chosen must be from the approved attached lists.  Each book must be accompanied by a summary sheet (one per book) that must be typed and completed in the format attached to this memo.  All LA SALLE READERS that have successfully reached this ten book threshold AND have handed in their approved book summaries by Friday September 9th will be invited to a Presidential Luncheon at the end of September that will be co-hosted by the La Salle English Department.  In addition, all LA SALLE READERS will be awarded the gift of NO BOOK FEE for the academic year following that summer of reading.  The book fees which are due in November each year are different for each student based on their specific book needs. The books fees usually are between $100 and $250 per academic year.

Finally, the student that successfully reads the MOST books per grade (four awards total) will receive an additional stipend of $250 that will be taken off their tuition for the academic year.  If there is a tie, the English Department Chair, Ms. Patricia Toney, who will be guiding this program, will determine the grade-level winners based on the quality of the summaries.

Any questions, do not hesitate to contact Ms. Pat Toney, Chair of the English Department at La Salle Academy. She can be reached during the summer at ptoney@lasalleacademy.org.

Sophomores’ Summer Reading Books

Bless Me Ultima \ Anaya, Rudolfo
Cannery Row / John Steinbeck

Monster  / Walter Myers
 Separate Peace  /John Knowles

    DIRECTIONS:

· All tenth grade students must read the four books from the mandatory above list before school begins in September. 

· Each student must record his response for each book to the questions that are listed at the bottom of this page.

· These notes will be helpful when your English teacher collets, assigns a written assignment or a short test, which will be evaluated in September.

· Students should also note that during the year, they may be asked to call upon their summer reading in order to make connections to the issues and ideas being presented in class.

Please make your notes according to the following criteria:

Initial Response:

· What is your first reaction to the book?

· What questions, opinions, ideas, feelings do you have about what you have just finished reading?

Quotation:

· Select a quotation or passage that you think is an important part of the book

· .Explain what you think it means and why you selected it as important?

    Associations:

· What did you think about while reading the book?

· What new memories, associations, ideas occurred to you?

· Has the book inspired you to think differently?

 Problem / Conflict:

· Describe the problem or conflict in the book

· Explain why or how the problem / conflict developed.

· How was the conflict resolved?

Important Event:

· Choose an event from your reading that you think is important. 

· Describe the event and discuss why you selected it as important

Characters:
· Can you identify with any of the characters? Why or why not?

· Are any of the characters related or unrelated to your own life, your experiences and your understanding of the world around you?

· What are some of the traits of the main character?

Setting:

· Where and when is the story taking place?

· What details of the setting does the author highlight?

· Does the setting affect the character’s view of himself/herself?

· What do you learn about the character as a result of the setting?

Ideas:

· How does this book challenge or support an idea that you already had?

“Good Literature can be considered as a book that contains unique characters, intriguing plots, universal themes, excellent language and a good life lesson or moral.”
· Can your book be considered “good literature”

· Explain how your book does or does not fit the definition.

LA Salle Reads Program for Students Entering Grade 10
THE DEER SLAYER – Cooper, James Fenimore 

THE DREAMS OF MYRA MEAN – Armstrong, Jennifer

THE DOUBLE HELIX – Watson, James D. 

FALLEN ANGELS – Myers, Walter Dean

THE FIRE NEXT TIME – Baldwin, James

HIROSHIMA – Hersey, John

HOW THE GARCIA GIRLS LOST THEIR ACCENTS – Alvarez, Julia

HOT ZONE – Preston, Richard

A JOURNEY TO THE CENTER OF THE EARTH – Verne, Jules

KINDRED – Butler, Octavia

LOST MOON – Lovell, Jim

THE MARTIAN CHRONICLES – Bradbury, Ray

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER – Lord, Walter

PAULA – Aliened, Isabel

THE PRINCE – Machiavelli, Nicolo

RAGTIME – Doctorow, E. L.

SHOELESS JOE – Kinsella, W.P.

STONES FROM THE RIVER – Huge, Ursula Trudy

A TALE OF TWO CITIES – Dickens, Charles

THE TIME MACHINE – Wells, H. G.
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