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     Christmas traditions include a variety of
customs and rituals. New Yorkers, and more
specifically Lasallians, enjoy Christmas with
much laughter and merriment.
     Watching Christmas movies is a tradition
almost everyone enjoys. Popular Christmas
movies are Elf, The Polar Express, Home Alone,
The Grinch, Sound of Music and Jingle All the Way.
Christmas music also adds to the spirit of the
season. Famous Christmas songs are Feliz
Navidad, The Most Wonderful Time of the Year, O
Holy Night, and Jingle Bell Rock.
     Putting up Christmas decorations is another
extraordinary tradition. New Yorkers love to
trim Christmas trees with lights and decorate
their homes with stockings, mistletoe, and
wreaths. 
     La Salle Academy also has its Christmas
traditions. Faculty and staff decorate hallways,
offices, and classrooms. Teachers distribute
candy to their students and stream Christmas
music before classes begin. The Campus
Ministry’s Toy Drive is a special event before
students go on Christmas holidays. Students
donate toys for children to Life Changers
Church and Ministries International in East
Harlem. 
     Every year La Salle Academy's Art
Department runs a Christmas Card Contest.
Adonis Weeks (2023), won this year's
competition. Christmas Spirit Week is another
tradition at La Salle Academy. On Wednesday
December 14, students wore their favorite color.
On Thursday December 15, students donned
sports gear and team merch. On the final day of
spirit week students dressed in festive wear.
     As students prepare for holidays this
season, everyone is in a joyful spirit as we
await the birth of Jesus Christ. 
     The Cardinal wishes everyone a merry
Christmas and a happy New Year.
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History of Giving
    What would you like for Christmas?
You may have heard this line from a
family member, a peer, or a movie, but
do you truly know the history behind
those beautifully wrapped surprises?
     The history of exchanging presents
in the winter began as an old pagan
tradition of gift-giving at Saturnalia, a
winter festival that lasted seven days.
Christians, however, redirect the origin
of gifting to the three wise men who
delivered gifts to baby Jesus. In early
modern Europe, gift-giving resembled
charity, as the upper class in society
would give gifts or money to the
working class. In 1800s America, gift-
giving then took a shift from exchanges
between social classes to exchanges
between adults and children. 
     Gift-giving therefore is not a new
thing. Nowadays, children associate gifts
in the winter with receiving presents
from Santa Claus. 
      Gifts bring joy, and it brings even
more joy when others receive gifts with
a smile on their face.

Editors' Gift Suggestions
Lucas Marrero

SodaStream: $99.99

Meta Quest 2: $399.00

The SodaStream Art sparkling
water maker celebrates the
art of making fresh sparkling
water. In addition, making
your own sparkling water
beverages at home costs less!

https://a.co/d/hEt88QK

The Meta Quest 2 VR gaming
headset stands as the newest
and most affordable of VR
headsets as of November 17,
2022.

https://a.co/d/3Uokc2x

The Gameboy Color is a
portable gaming console is a
good starting console for
people new to playing video
games. It is inexpensive
compared to many other
gaming consoles and gives you
hundreds of hours of play time
with an impressive battery life
of 10 to 30 hours. 

https://a.co/d/2rRvOMe

Now that you know the history of gift giving,
here are some gift suggestions for this
upcoming holiday.

Game Boy Color: $129.99
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     I will share these gifts by being
kind, patient, and good to others.
When these gifts of God are shared,
they inspire others to do the same. -
- Vincent Wade, 403.

     I will share these spiritual gifts
this Christmas by being kind to
others, I will be grateful for what I
get for Christmas. 
- Mathias Mercedes, 501.

     We can share the 12 gifts from
God throughout this joyous season
by caring for those who are in need.
Be like St. Nicholas, be mindful and
be polite. 
- Ethan Jimenez, 401.

     Two gifts from God I would share
are generosity and kindness. With
generosity, I can show how caring
and loving I am. I will show
generosity because I will give gifts
to everyone. I also choose kindness
because everyone needs kindness in
their hearts! "Kill them with
kindness!"
- Riza Kolic, 501

     During this Christmas season, I
will be sharing kindness, generosity,
and peace. I can share these gifts by
giving to people in need, donating to
kids who want toys, and living in
peace and happiness with family. 
- Mikey Lugo, 501
 

God's Gifts
The Cardinal, with the assistance of the Religion Department, asked students the
following question:
How would you share the 12 gifts from God this Christmas season?
The 12 gifts from God are charity, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, generosity,
gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control, and chastity.
Below are some of the responses from students who answered this thoughtful question.

     I choose joy because joy isn't just
being a happy person but you are
able spread that happiness to
friends and relatives. Christmas is
the perfect time to do this and I think
making people around you happy is
an important part of Christmas.
- Gael Sogbossi, 505
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     While Christians celebrate Christmas,
Jews celebrate Hanukkah or Chanukah. 
Hanukkah begins on the twenty-fifth day of
the Hebrew month Kislev. In 2022, it runs
December 18 to December 26. 
     Hanukkah commemorates the victory of
a Jewish army known as the Maccabees
over the Greek Syrian oppressors. After
reclaiming the land, the Jews lit the
Temple's Menorah, a seven-branched
candelabrum, but only a one-day supply of
oil was left. Miraculously, the candles
remained lit for eight days. 
     Jews celebrate these eight days with a
nightly menorah lighting, prayer, gifts, and
food.
     In a recent interview, Mr. Flax stated
that Hanukkah is meaningul to him
because it makes him feel that he belongs
to something bigger than himself. Every
year he looks forward to lighting the
menorah and reciting the prayers. with his
family and friends. 
     The Cardinal wishes all our Jewish
brothers and sisters a Happy Hanukkah.

     African Americans celebrate Kwanzaa from
December 26 to January 1. It is a celebration of
cultural heritage and traditional values that
began in America in 1966.   
     Kwanzaa is a time of self-affirmation and
preservation of African culture. It is also a time
to honor the lives of famous Black heroes and
heroines who fought for civil rights. African
Americans use the colors red, green, and black
to commemorate this event. These colors
represent the African Liberation Flag. Each
color represents a significant aspect of African
American life. Black represents people, red is
for their struggle, and green is for their future
and the hope that comes from their struggle.
     During Kwanzaa, there are daily
ceremonies with food, drumming, dancing, and
decorations with cultural objects like the
kinara. The kinara holds seven candles for the
seven values of unity, self-determination,
collective work and responsibility, cooperative
economics, purpose, creativity, and fate. 
     Happy Kwanzaa to the African American
community!

December Celebrations
Patrick T. Milian

Hanukkah Kwanzaa

Credits: 
Dobson, Frank E. 
“What Kwanzaa means for Black Americans"

Credits: 
Ashton, Dianne 
“How Hanukkah came to America"
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT!

   Veton Dudus is a proud Lasallian with an Albanian
and Turkish heritage. He has an older brother who
previously attended La Salle Academy, Dudus is a
model student who combines academics and sports.
He displays dexterity, determination and diligence in
his school work as well as soccer.  
   Dudus, captain of the soccer team, brought glory to
La Salle, when he scored 37 goals and helped his
team win the soccer championship. Dudus is also the
striker and right winger at Manhattan Kickers Soccer
Club (MKSC) . He has been playing with MKSC for the
past ten years. Dudus's favorite athlete is Lionel
Andres Messi, an Argentinian soccer player, who is a
forward, Dudus stated that Messi is one of, if not the
best, player in the world. Dudus wants to be a
professional soccer player. 
  Dudus is also focused on his academics. His favorite
subject is mathematics because he likes to solve
equations. His weakest subject is religion, because
some of the teachings conflict with his religion.
Dudus, however understands the role of religion in
the world and participates in class discussions.
  Dudus's favorite types of movies are action, horror
and comedy. He recently watched the brand-new
Wakanda Forever. His favorite book is The Hunger
Games. In his spare time he loves pop, rap, Albanian
and Turkish music. 
   Gun violence bothers Dudus because it takes away
the lives of innocent people that don’t deserve to die.
He wishes that something could be done to stop gun
violence.
  Dudus claims that his mother is his hero. He
appreciates and admires that his mom goes through
a lot, but she always has a smile on her face. Her
dedication to him motivates him to be the best
version of himself.     
 The Cardinal salutes Dudus for his recent
achievement and wishes him good luck when he
enters college in the fall.

Veton Dudus (2023)
By Javier Lopez



Basketball 
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Sports @ La Salle
By Javier Lopez

     On Saturday November 26 both
the Varsity and Junior Varsity
basketball teams opened their
seasons with victories over Kennedy
Catholic. The JV team earned a tough
62-54 victory with Jayden Jones
(2025) and Jakob Partington (2025)
leading the way while the varsity
won 52-34 led by Damien Maldonado
(2023) with 20 points and Ryan
Toscano (2023) with 11 points. 
     On Wednesday November 30,
Varsity basketball took on Xavierian
B and earned a 58-53 victory. Once
again Damien Maldonado (2023) led
with 13 points and Mickle White
(2023) added 12 points. 
     Friday, December 2, at 4:30pm
was the home opener of the
Cardinals against Cardinal Spellman
where the Cardinals were victorious
with a score of 54-46 with good
games from Damien Maldonado
(2023) and Ryan Toscano (2023).
The first loss of the season was
against St. Joseph by the Sea with a
score of 52-45 on December 4th. 

The Soccer Team Are City Champions!
     On Saturday, November 12th, 5 minutes and 56
seconds into the second overtime period, La Salle
Academy Cardinals made history as they defeated
Cardinal Hayes Cardinals 3-2 on Randall’s Island in
the 2022 Catholic High School Athletic Association
Varsity Soccer Intersectional ‘B’ Division
Championship Match. The Cardinals became the first
ever soccer city championship in La Salle's history.
Veton Dudus (2023) drilled a penalty kick for his 37th
goal of the season which became the most goals
scored in a season in our soccer history. This set off a
wild celebration as the Cardinals avenged last year’s
champions who had beaten La Salle in the semi-finals
in the 2021 season. 
     Early in the game, both teams started with high
intensity that created multiple opportunities for both
teams to score. At around the 20-minute mark, a
through pass from mid-fielder, Javier Lopez (2023)
assisted Veton Dudus (2023). This opened the score
to lead the Cardinals for the first half. In the second
half, the La Salle Cardinals came out a little slower
but continued with high enthusiasm. This wasn’t
enough because Cardinal Hayes came back and led
the game 2-1. 
    Very late in the game, with two minutes left to play,
the captain, Louis-Etienne Charpentier (2023), went
forward for a corner and made an exceptional play.
The team went forward to a corner (this happens
when the other team kicks the ball out in their own
out of bounce line) with a deep cross from Aidan
Medellin (2026) to Veton Dudus (2023). The ball
bounced a few times on the ground. That was when
Louis-Etienne Charpentier (2023) obtained the ball
and with all the chaos in the penalty box he found a
pass to Javier Lopez (2023), who converted the last-
minute tying goal that sent this game to overtime. The
fans created much excitement and this energized the
Cardinals.
     Once La Salle was crowned champions, the entire
staff and players jumped and celebrated with Coach
Chris Washington, who was in tears because he
became the only coach in history to lead La Salle to
win the City Championship. Aidan Medellin (2026),
Veton Dudus (2023), Louis Charpentier (2023), and
Javier Lopez (2023) were selected to the All- League
members after their amazing performance in this
regular season and playoffs.

Way to go, Cardinals !!


